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STATEMENT BY H.E. BEGUM K. TAJ, AMBASSADOR OF THE 

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO FRANCE, AT THE THIRD 

REGIONAL FORUM ON THE PREVENTION OF GENOCIDE, BERN, 

SWITZERLAND, 4TH - 6TH APRIL 2011 

 

Your Excellency Peter Maurer, Secretary of State, FDFA, Switzerland;      

Your Excellency Eduardo Acevedo Diaz, Director General for Human 

Rights, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Argentina; 

 

Your Excellency Francis Deng, Special Adviser to the United Nations     

Secretary General; 

 

Distinguished Panellists; 

Your Excellency Dean of the Diplomatic Corps; 

Excellencies Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives; 

Distinguished Participants; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

It is my profound honour and privilege to join colleagues and friends 

here at the beautiful city of Bern, for the Third Regional Forum on the 

Prevention of Genocide. On behalf of the Government of the United 

Republic of Tanzania and indeed on my own behalf I would like to 

thank the Swiss Government for hosting this important Forum and for 

the kind hospitality extended to my delegation. I am confident that 

our deliberations on this crucial topic on “prevention of genocide” 

will be inspired by the Swiss sobriety, a hallmark of its unmatched 

commitment in diplomacy and promotion of humanitarian norms. 
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I am delighted to note that, together we have travelled from Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, to Arusha, Tanzania at the heart of Africa and now in 

Bern, Switzerland with a unified and clear message to the world that 

Governments, the United Nations and other intergovernmental bodies 

at sub-regional, regional and international levels, as well as the civil 

society organisations must work together to prevent genocide and 

other heinous crimes. Argentina, Switzerland and my country, 

Tanzania, have pioneered this process and with your involvement 

through this Forum will continue to play an important role of building 

awareness and contributing ideas on how best to prevent genocide.  

 

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The holding of this Forum in the month of April is of particular 

symbolic relevance because among other things it reminds us of our 

commitments emanating from the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which Tanzania acceded on 5 

April 1984. This Convention is the cornerstone of our collective efforts 

that are geared towards the prevention of genocide. As most of you 

would be aware, the chief obligation stipulated in this Convention is 

found under Article V, which calls on Contracting Parties to enact, in 

accordance with their respective Constitutions, the necessary 

legislation to give effect to the provisions found in the Convention.   
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At time of accession of the Convention in 1984, Tanzania 

incorporated in its Constitution, the Bill of Rights, which under Article 

13 provides that all persons are equal before the law, and prohibits the 

discrimination of any person by an individual or state authority on the 

grounds of their nationality, ethnicity, tribe, political inclination, race, 

religion, sex, economic status and so forth. Through the effective 

upholding of this fundamental human rights principle, we have laid a 

concrete foundation for the prevention of genocide and other related 

inhumane acts.  

 

It was also the month of April in 1994, that the Great Lakes Region of 

Africa and the world at large witnessed one of the horrendous and 

despicable acts ever committed by mankind in recent history. The 6th 

day of April 1994 marked the commencement of the genocide in 

Rwanda, which killed more than 800,000 people and displaced 

millions others. Today, we stand in solidarity with the Government 

and people of Rwanda in proclaiming that “never again” shall we 

allow acts of genocide to occur in our region and beyond. Today, I 

also request you to take time, to reflect on the Five Point Action Plan 

to Prevent Genocide that was launched by Kofi Annan, the former 

Secretary General of the United Nations during the commemoration 

of the 10th Anniversary of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda, in Geneva, 

Switzerland in April 2004. The Action Plan should continue to guide 

us through our collective efforts in preventing genocide and other 

related crimes. 

 



 4 

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As a contribution to this discussion, I would like to underscore the 

following points: 

First, there is no doubt that conflicts provide the context for genocide. 

It follows naturally that if we wish to prevent genocide we must first 

and foremost address the root causes of conflicts; and we must invest 

more in preventive diplomacy, because, it is way cheaper to prevent 

conflicts than to control or end them. During the Second Regional 

Forum on Prevention of Genocide, held in Arusha in March 2010, we 

were reminded by Prof.  Francis Deng, the Special Adviser on the 

Prevention of Genocide that, Quote: 

 

“Genocide evokes denial from both the perpetrators and those 

who would be called upon to stop it....that is why...preventive 

measures must be taken before situation escalates to the point 

where the stakes become too high on all ends and denial sets 

in.” Unquote. 

   

We cannot afford to ignore the deteriorating situation in Cote d’Ivoire 

where thousands are attempting to flee their country and many others 

are internally displaced. Likewise, we must remain seized of the 

deteriorating situation in Southern Sudan, Somalia and Libya.  We 

must act fast to protect civilians who are most affected by the 

violence. What we cannot do is wait until denial popes in and history 

judges us as it did in 1994 genocide in Rwanda.   
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Second, we must continue to place ample emphasis on Judicial 

Mechanisms that are geared towards ending impunity. We commend 

and acknowledge the outstanding work of the International Criminal 

Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and the International Criminal Tribunal 

for Yugoslavia (ICTY) in the dispensation of International Criminal 

Justice. Likewise we appreciate the vital role played by the 

International Criminal Court (ICC) in ending impunity.  

At this juncture, I wish to express on behalf of the Government of the 

United Republic of Tanzania our sincere appreciation to the 

international community for the trust and confidence vested on us by 

selecting Arusha as the seat of the United Nations Residual Mechanism 

as well as United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

(UNICTR) archives when the ICTR concludes its work by next year. 

We will continue to offer the necessary support as we have done 

throughout the existence of the ICTR. 

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It would be amiss on my part if I did not make reference to the 

statement by Mr. Francis Deng, the UN Special Adviser on “Early 

warning, Assessment and the Responsibility to Protect” delivered on 

August 2010 in New York. The statement serves as a blueprint. It 

stresses that conflicts do not emanate from mere differences, but from 

inequalities generally reflected in egregious human rights violations, 

discrimination, marginalization, exclusion, dehumanization and denial 
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of fundamental rights. Therefore, the society has to take all necessary 

steps to ensure that all these inequalities are removed. And also 

protection of human rights and combating impunity should 

undoubtedly remain the most fundamental agenda towards 

prevention of genocide.  

Together with the central agenda of human rights protection, the 

society should equally address the root cause of conflicts as another 

strategy to prevent genocide. In this regard, the efforts of the Office of 

the Special Adviser in addressing these issues are highly commended. I 

would like to assure him of my government’s commitment in realising 

this noble goal. 

Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In closing, I wish to once again reiterate full support from the 

Government of the United Republic of Tanzania in combating 

genocide. I hope the outcome of our discussion will take us a step 

further towards realizing the full potentials of these regional forums as 

solid basis in the fight against genocide. 

 

I thank you for your kind attention. 


